	Name
	Year/Class

	
	



Extract from Big Bear Little Brother by Carl Norac
(186 words)
90 Words Correct Per Minute (WCPM) is a useful indicator of fluency for Year 2 with this text. The 90th word is in red on the teacher copy in case useful.
Read context to pupil before they read the text: This is the start of a story about a lost little boy and a polar bear who become friends.
On the ice, with the wind blowing gently, Big Bear stopped running. How wonderful it was to be still… to close his eyes… to dream!
Suddenly he heard a cry from the cliff above. Who was it? Was it a hunter? He looked up quickly.
A child was tumbling through the sky, just like a snowflake.
He must have slipped and fallen. He’d be crushed on the hard ice! Big Bear ran, dived… and caught him safely in his huge paws.
The little boy trembled when he realised where he had landed. 
“Don’t be scared,” said Big Bear.
He put the boy down and started on his way. But soon he heard a voice behind him.
“Wait! I’m Minik! I’m coming with you.”
They walked side by side until they reached an ice bridge. Then Big Bear went ahead, slowly… carefully… to make sure the ice was thick enough.
Minik followed him trustingly. After a while he said, “I like being with you. You protect me. Will you be my big brother?” 
Big Bear laughed. “How can I be your big brother? We’re much too different!”
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	Expression and volume
	Phrasing
	Smoothness
	Pace
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Scores range from 4-16.  Generally, scores below 8 indicate that fluency may be a concern. Note any areas of fluency that may require further development.  
Oral Comprehension Check
Note pupil responses and any other useful information. Informal follow-up questions can provide useful information for weaker domains. You may wish to ask the pupil to read the text again, or read it to them, before the comprehension element.
Clarify: What does ‘tremble’ mean?

	Pupil response notes:
	





Select and retrieve: Why does Minik want Big Bear to be his big brother?

	Pupil response notes:
	





Summarise: What is Big Bear doing before he is still and closes his eyes at the start of the story?

	Pupil response notes:
	





Respond and explain: What do you think Big Bear means when he says, “We’re much too different!”

	Pupil response notes:
	





Inference: Why do you think Big Bear wonders if the cry came from a hunter when he first hears Minik?

	Pupil response notes:
	





Language for effect: Why do you think the author described Minik as falling “just like a snowflake”?  

	Pupil response notes:
	





Themes and conventions: Can you make any connections between this story and any other books you have heard or read? 

	Pupil response notes:
	





	Strengths
	Potential targets for this pupil

	




	



Oral Comprehension Check: possible responses
Look for pupil understanding rather than verbatim ‘right answers’.
Clarify: What does ‘tremble’ mean? 

	Possible response:
	
Shake, wobble, shiver




Select and retrieve: Why does Minik want Big Bear to be his big brother?

	Possible response:
	
Minik likes being with him. Big Bear protects him.




Summarise: What is Big Bear doing before he is still and closes his eyes at the start of the story?

	Possible response:
	
Running




Respond and explain: What do you think Big Bear means when he says, “We’re much too different!”

	Possible response:
	
Pupils will refer to physical differences, but also to other factors, such as living in a home and living in the wild.




Inference: Why do you think Big Bear wonders if the cry came from a hunter when he first hears Minik?

	Possible response:
	
Pupils may mention that the bear thinks of hunters first because they are dangerous, and so he always has to be aware of them.




Language for effect: Why do you think the author described Minik as falling “just like a snowflake”?  

	Possible response:
	
He tumbles and doesn’t fall straight down. This is how snowflakes often fall. Some pupils may also link the snowflake to the Arctic setting.




Themes and conventions: Can you make any connections between this story and any other books you have heard or read?

	Possible response:
	Pupils could mention other books with a polar bear character and a similar setting, such as The Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo or Poles Apart by Jeanne Willis. They could mention the theme of friendship and discuss other stories where friendship is important, like On Sudden Hill by Linda Sarah.  









Pupil Copy

Extract from Big Bear Little Brother by Carl Norac

On the ice, with the wind blowing gently, Big Bear stopped running. How wonderful it was to be still… to close his eyes… to dream!
Suddenly he heard a cry from the cliff above. Who was it? Was it a hunter? He looked up quickly.
A child was tumbling through the sky, just like a snowflake.
He must have slipped and fallen. He’d be crushed on the hard ice! Big Bear ran, dived… and caught him safely in his huge paws.
The little boy trembled when he realised where he had landed. 
“Don’t be scared,” said Big Bear.
He put the boy down and started on his way. But soon he heard a voice behind him.
“Wait! I’m Minik! I’m coming with you.”
They walked side by side until they reached an ice bridge. Then Big Bear went ahead, slowly… carefully… to make sure the ice was thick enough.
Minik followed him trustingly. After a while he said, “I like being with you. You protect me. Will you be my big brother?” 
Big Bear laughed. “How can I be your big brother? We’re much too different!”







Multidimensional Fluency Scale

Use the following rubric (1-4) to rate reader fluency in the areas of expression and volume, phrasing, smoothness, and pace.


EXPRESSION AND VOLUME		
1. Reads words as if simply to get them out. Little sense of trying to make text sound like natural language. Tends to read in a quiet voice.
2. Begins to use voice to make text sound like natural language in some areas of the text but not in others. Focus remains largely on pronouncing the word. Still reads in a quiet voice.
3. Make text sound like natural language throughout the better part of the passage.  Occasionally slips into expressionless reading.  Voice volume is generally appropriate throughout the text.
4. Reads with good expression and enthusiasm throughout the text. Varies expression and volume to match his or her interpretation of the passage.

PHRASING					
1. Reads in a monotone with little sense of boundaries; frequently reads word-by-word.
2. Frequently reads in two- and three-word phrases, giving the impression of choppy reading; improper stress and intonation fail to mark ends of sentences and clauses.
3. Reads with a mixture of run-ons, mid-sentence pauses for breath, and some choppiness, reasonable stress and intonation.
4. Generally reads with good phrasing, mostly in clause and sentence units, with adequate attention to expression.

SMOOTHNESS				
1. Makes frequent extended pauses, hesitations, false starts, sound-outs, repetitions, and/or multiple attempts.
2. Experiences several “rough spots” in text where extended pauses or hesitations are more frequent and disruptive.
3. Occasionally breaks smooth rhythm because of difficulties with specific words and/or structures.
4. Generally reads smoothly with some breaks, but resolves word and structure difficulties quickly, usually through self-correction.

PACE						
1. Reads slowly and laboriously.
2. Reads moderately slowly.
3. Reads with an uneven mixture of fast and slow pace.
4. Consistently reads at conversational pace; appropriate rate throughout reading.

Scores range from 4-16.  Generally, scores below 8 indicate that fluency may be a concern.  Scores of 8 or above indicate that the student is making good progress in fluency. 
Adapted from Zutell & Rasinski, 1991.

